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June 2020

YES THAT’S RIGHT
BACK TO MEETINGS, RUNS, SOCIAL OUTINGS
CONDITIONS SOCIAL DISTANCING UNLESS YOU ARE FAMILY, WASH
YOUR HANDS
AND
IF YOU DON’T FEEL WELL
DON’T COME
WE UNDERSTAND
Coronavirus stays out of our club

Motor Enthusiasts Club of Central Australia
Incorporating The Alice Springs Vintage & Veteran Car Club

PO Box 1506, Alice Springs. NT. 0871
Email: mecca@mecca.asn.au
Web site: www.mecca.asn.au
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SECRETARY:

Douglas Draeger

0428 676 741

PUBLIC OFFICER:

Brian Eather

0428 758 002

COMMITTEE MEMBERS:

Mandy Vandenberg
Neville Heness
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0428 740 964
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Col Jarrett
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Liz Driver

0427 970 744

WEB MASTER:

Tony McKenzie
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HISTORIAN:

Stuart Gear

0418 898 361

CRANKHANDLE:

Alvina Spears

0417 169 452

LIFE MEMBERs:

Dave Simpson, Tony Bullock,
Walter & Alvina Spears, Stuart & Marie Gear,
Col & Vicki Jarrett
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Presidents Report

Members
Finally we can get back to meetings and social events.
Unfortunately I was unable to make the run to Tropic of Capricorn in June
however I hear everyone enjoyed themselves.
The Committee and I look forward to seeing you all at 12th July meeting at
Masonic Hall, Allchurch St at 9.00am. I am sure you will all have lots to say
and the meeting will be longer than usual.
After the meeting barbecue at Russ and Liz’s property on Ragonesi Rd, be
sure to bring your own table and chairs so we abide to social distancing and
keep ourselves safe.
Keep healthy and safe until we meet again
Tony O’Brien
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The Sec’s Desk

NO MEETING JUST A SOCIAL RUN TO
TROPIC OF CAPRICORN
Present
Garry Bentley
John Bridgefoot,
Allan Campbell and Aileen Kennedy
Stephen and Cameron Dinner,
Douglas and Elaine Draeger,
Liz and Russ Driver,
Brian Eather,
Marie and Stuart Gear,
Neville, Lisa and Megan Heness,
Peter Hilliard
John and An Hubner,
Col and Vicki Jarrett, Wally and Alvina Spears,
Fred Twohig,
Mandy Vandenberg,
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MECCA

MOTOR ENTHUSIAST CLUB CENTRAL AUSTRALIA inc

CLUB Calendar 2020
July 3th 4th and 5th – Cancelled - Coronavirus

July 12th Club meeting 9am Mosanic Hall, Allchurch St.
followed by BBQ at Russ & Liz Driver’s property
cost $5.00 per person, bring table, chairs – for social
distancing (we do have some tables and chairs if
you are stumped)
Give Liz a call on 0427 970 744 who is coming so
she can organize tucker rsvp by 9/7/20

August 9th – Meeting then Club AGM, followed by lunch at Golf Club
August 29th – Cancelled
Sat night, RTHF 25 year anniversary Reunion Truckers
September 13th – Club meeting followed by run to Standley Chasm for
lunch
October 11th – 8am – 9am BBQ Breakfast before run followed by club
meeting on return. Details tba
Details to follow / suggested:
Social Night – BBQ / Film Night – members property – details tba
Weekend run / Glen Helen – Sat night stay and / or Sunday morning tea run
Joint run with Aces and Eights (club calendars to be shared to organize a joint
run)
ASTC – Coffee and Chrome – date tba
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Imagine you were born in 1900.
On your 14th birthday, World War 1 starts, and ends on your 18th birthday.
22 million people perish in that war.
Later in the year, a Spanish Flu epidemic hits the planet and runs until your
20th birthday.
50 million people die from it in those two years.
On your 29th birthday, the Great Depression begins.
Unemployment hits 25%, the World GDP drops 27%.
That runs until you are 33.
The country nearly collapses along with the world economy.
When you turn 39, World War II starts.
You aren’t even over the hill yet. And don’t try to catch your breath On your 41st birthday, the United States is fully pulled into WWII.
Between your 39th and 45th birthday,
75 million people perish in the war.
At 50, the Korean War starts.
5 million perish.
At 55 the Vietnam War begins and doesn’t end for 20 years.
4 million people perish in that conflict.
On your 62nd birthday you have the Cuban Missile Crisis, a tipping point in
the Cold War. Life on our planet, as we know it, should have ended.
Great leaders prevented that from happening.
When you turn 75, the Vietnam War finally ends.
Think of everyone on the planet born in 1900.
How do you survive all of that?
When you were a kid in 1985 and didn’t think your 85 year old grandparents
understood how hard school was. And how mean that kid in your class was.
Yet they survived through everything listed above.
Perspective is an amazing art, refined as time goes on, and enlightening like
you wouldn’t believe. Let’s try and keep things in perspective.
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BEAUTY LIES IN US ALL
WELL DONE MECCA

Thank you Stuart Gear
Photo taken in Perth
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Club run - no meeting to Tropic of Capricorn
14/6/20

What a Sunday - it was cold and some drizzle of rain, not enough to get wet
however added to the coldness of the day.
Had a great turn out - with every day vehicles and our pride and joys.
Interesting the people who fuelled up before the run, including Russ and I,
just shows it was a last minute decision.
It was great Douglas Draeger bought his Troopy and volunteered to tow the
MECCA recovery Trailer - Thank you Douglas
Below photos of some who fuelled up.
Who pulled up at the bowser the wrong way and realized the fuel filler was
on the other side, then proceeded to go around the service station, stop to
fuel up and the fuel filler was again on the wrong side - well third time lucky
was able to get on the right side of the bowser to fuel up - Well Done
Any ideas who it was ?

Cont.
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(2)

Club run - no meeting to Tropic of Capricorn
14/6/20
Club vehicles lined
up at Truck stop
ready for run.

At Tropic of Capricorn

Apologies if your vehicle is not included.
Unfortunately my phone went flat and did not realize until later in the day,
Modern technology took over
Cont.
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Club run - no meeting to Tropic of Capricorn
14/6/20
Time to go back to Alice Springs.
Oh my goodness, what has happened here,
Oh - Oh the Jeep has stopped - ‘not the Jeep’
Many experts have suddenly appeared however the most excited club
member is the one towing the club trailer.
Douglas could not wait to pull up and clap his hands together to assist
the broken down vehicle.
The most exciting part was club members stopped to give a hand until
vehicle was loaded then followed to safety of home.
The Jeep had a fuel pump problem - nothing serious
Well done Douglas for bringing the Club Trailer
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Stuart and Marie Gear working on their MG

Stuart working on MG engine.

Marie trying to crack a hard nut when lifting the body off the chassis.
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GRAND KIDS JOKE PAGE
Why did the cookie go to the nurse?
Because he felt crummy
What do you call a flower that runs on electricity?
A power plant
How do you keep a bull from charging?
You take away its credit card
What did one plate say to the other?
Dinner is on me
Why should you never trust a pig with a secret?
Because it is bound to squeak
Why can’t a motorcycle stand up by itself?
Because it’s two tyred
What kind of car does a sheep like to drive?
A Lamborghini
What do you call a Ford Fiesta out of petrol?
A Ford Siesta
What happened when a frogs car broke down?
He jump started it
What did the tornado say to the car?
Fancy going for a spin?
Why did the taxi driver lose his job?
He kept driving his customers away
What was wrong with the wooden car?
It wooden go!
Why couldn’t the leopard play hide and seek?
Because he was always spotted
How did the egg get up the mountain?
He scrambled up.
Why was the elevator angry?
People kept pushing its buttons.
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FOR SALE
I obtained your contact details from the Shannons website.
A member of your car club might be interested in the car I have for sale.
Some pictures and details attached. 1962 Valiant / Signet 2 door coupe
This marque is rare in Australia, probably about 15 to 20 cars, however many of
the body parts (other than the doors) are common with the S Series Valiant. In
fact, many of the mechanical parts are the same or similar to those used on later
model Valiants and are not difficult to find.
I am selling this car as I am uncluttering and need some more garage space
The car is currently on the Victorian Club Permit Scheme.
I have many pictures I can email – email is 1962Signet@gmail.com
Contact me if genuinely interested - 0434 193 243. Thanks, Peter

If you do call Peter mention M.E.C.C.A and if one of our members buys vehicle
Peter will put a donation to our club
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Club membership renewals are due,
Must be paid by the 9th August 20 before the AGM and to
continue your NT Registered Red Plates under M.E.C.C.A Club
Constitution and to vote at the AGM

Cost: Family $70.00
Single $50.00
Country (reside over 50km’s from Alice Springs) $20.00

Bank details:
BSB: 065 900
A/C: 0090 0920
Name: Motor Enthusiasts Club
Ref: Your Surname
Or bring your form and correct Cash at July or August Meeting and
the Treasurer will accept your membership
Any member who has not paid their club membership by the August
meeting will be un-financial
If you are un-financial then your club registered car will be deemed
unregistered and the Committee must advise MVR you are
un-financial and if pulled over by the police you will be fined driving
an unregistered Vehicle

WARNING DO NOT TAKE YOUR CLUB PLATES FOR
GRANTED.
A member of a club with a car on Club Registration has been pulled over
by the police travelling to the Katherine Show and fined $1,500 for not
having his log book filled out before leaving home.
He has been deemed to be driving an unregistered vehicle because he
was not complying with the conditions of Club Registration.

Membership renewal form next page
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SERVICES
Trev's Auto Repairs
For Rego checks, repairs and wheel alignments etc
Phone 8955-5568

——————————————————————————————-
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Editors Page

Wow how time flies
Well looks like the new normal is here - what ever that is .
I guess we will figure it out, like bringing up kids there is no procedure so we will
either mess it up or do a great job.
The Club wishes Wally Spears would slow up and not keep having to go to Hospital also that would keep Alvina in a good mood and the Club needs you both. Or
are the nurses at Alice Springs Hospital cute - let us know Wally?
Allan Campbell has also had health issues and has lost a heap of weight - stay
healthy Allan - Aileen needs you and so does the Club.
A lot of our members are back at work which is great - you can only do so much
with clean up and keeping yourself busy.
Col and Vicki have finally purchased a property in Perth and are in the throws of
designing their new home - Well done

The run to Tropic of Capricorn was fantastic, good to catch up with members and
catch up with what everyone has been up to in these trying times.
Russ and I also did a run to Standley Chasm with Lisa, Neville, Megan Hennes ,
Vicki and Col for lunch. The day was magnificent, Standley Chasm has done
upgrades to dining area and was very nice and the food was excellent. As there
were no tourists we found the place quiet and excellent for socializing we can
highly recommend you going out there.
Ah - July unfortunately no Alice Springs Show however the following weekend
12/7 we have our meeting and then - wait for it - Barbecue at our place - will do
my best not to burn it too much - HA HA you will have to come to find out.
Then August meeting and AGM - Who will put their hand up for what positions?
This Committee 2019 - 2020 has had it easy with Coronavirus maybe they will all
put their hands up again ?
Well its back to Normal - we will see what China has in mind for us next.
Until next time we meet

.

Liz Driver 0427 970 744

Email: liz@always17.com.au for any additions to CentreSpoke

